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and history comprising Nos. 1636-1851. With this
number ends the catalogue and Casiri did not register
anything more, although about hundred other manu-
scripts were discovered afterwards. Casiri terminates
his catalogue with a general index of authors and the
number of their works.

Casiri does not only mention the titles, names
and contents but, on many occasions, makes also
inquiries, comments and explanations. He studies the
manuscript and its author, cites many texts and
biographies and copies complete documents. His cata-
logue is a vast scientific effort which reveals his pro-
found learning although it contains many errors and
inaccuracies. Later scholars who studied the collec-
tion of the Escurial criticize his effort and express
their doubts as regards its scientific value.4 His
catalogue, nevertheless, remains a valuable reference
and an ample and excellent account of the Arabic
manuscripts in the Escurial.

The publication of Casiri's catalogue provoked the
attention of scholars who began to study, in the
collection of the Escurial, all the Arabic records con-
cerning the history of the Moors in Spain, the policy
of the Muslim governments and characteristics of
Muslim society. Towards the end of the eighteenth
century some scholars, among whom were Andres and
Masdeu, studied the history of Moorish literature and
science. Andres published his work about the
" Origins, progress and state of literature "5 and Masdeu's
vast work entitled Historica critica de Espana de
la cultura espanola (Critical history of Spain and
Spanish culture), which is one of the most valuable
sources about the history of Moorish civilization,
containing very interesting records and passages about
the characteristics of Muslim society in Spain, and the